Southern Methodist University

SMU Green Purchasing Policy & Sustainability

Purpose: 

To establish a policy for the procurement of environmentally preferred products and services. SMU is committed to the use and purchase of environmentally and socially responsible materials and products.  

Attributes: 

When determining whether a product is environmentally preferable all phases of the product’s life cycle will be considered, including: raw materials acquisition,  production, manufacturing, packaging, distribution, operation, maintenance, disposal, potential for reuse and ability to be recycled. The following environmental attributes should be considered desirable:

· Biodegradable




· Low-toxicity

· Carcinogen-free

· Chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) – free

· Compostable

· Durable

· Energy Efficient

· Heavy metal free (e.g. no lead, mercury, cadmium)

· Less Hazardous

· Locally manufactured or grown

· Low volatile organic compound (VOC) content

· Lower embodied energy

· Renewable materials

· Persistent, bio-accumulative toxin (PBT) – free

· Preservation & enhancement of local economy

· Recyclable

· Recycled post consumer content

· Reduced greenhouse gas emissions

· Reduced packaging

· Refurbished

· Resource efficiency

· Reusable

· Upgradeable

· Water efficient

· Third-party sustainability certification

The goal of this policy is to reduce the adverse environmental impact of our purchasing decisions by buying goods and services from manufacturers and vendors who share our commitment to the environment. 

High Level Goals:

I. Maintain high environmental standards: Purchase products that meet the latest and most credible environmental standards available. Any product that earns LEED credits will be considered a priority.

II. Consider economic, ethical, social and environmental impacts for all contracts and purchases.

III. Integrate High Environmental Standard into Building and Facilities Management by integrating green purchasing concepts and products into designs, construction documents, final construction and outfitting of all SMU buildings, renovations of property or facilities owned by SMU.

IV. Research and Procure Alternative Energy by procuring alternative energy from reliable, certified alternative energy suppliers.

V. Safety by ensuring that the products and services purchased by SMU improve and strengthen the health of the campus community and natural resources. 

Additional Goals:

1. To utilize environmentally responsible biodegradable solvents and citrus-based, rather than oil-based, cleaners.

2. To utilize bio-based products, fuels and solvents (e.g. soy-based inks and lubricants).

3. To make use of recycled paper

4. To procure recycled content office supplies (folders, writing pads, etc).

5. To procure environmentally responsible and ergonomically designed furniture and furnishings including floor coverings and window treatments. 

6. To reuse packing material and plastic bags. 

7. To increase recycled content offerings across all commodities. 

8. To recycle ink and toner cartridges. 

9. To reuse, return or negotiate with suppliers the reduction or elimination of all packing materials.

10. Discourage the use of Styrofoam for any use on campus and when appropriate consider paying a premium for alternatives.  Continuous improvement in the elimination of Styrofoam is desired with a final objective of 100% elimination.

11. To recycle wood pallets; recommend alternative pallets or develop a reuse-return program

12. To recycle fluorescent bulbs

13. To recycle all mercury-type bulbs

14. To recycle lead acid batteries

15. To ensure that proper MSDS (Material Safety Data Sheets) are identified in all contract specifications and kept on record.

16. To ensure that SMU contract suppliers maintain and practice global standards of corporate social, ethical and environmental stewardship through the market they serve, including sub-contracted suppliers by posting the supplier’s annual corporate, social, ethical and environmental reports and other supporting documentation. 

17. To work with suppliers to develop and implement corporate social, ethical and environmental reports for those suppliers who do not have programs in place. 

18. Continuous improvement for organic efforts, for instance within our dining facility. 

Latest and Most Credible Environmental Standards

1. Cleaning Supplies, paint, windows, doors, etc. – Green Seal certified

2. Lumber – Forest Stewardship Council certified

3. Floorings – Floor Score certified, Green Label Plus, or SCS Sustainable
                       Choice certified

4. Appliances – Energy Star approved

5. Computers – EPEAT certified

6. Products for indoor environments (paints, bedding, furniture) – GreenGuard
Policy

1. Cost Effective

The cost of following these policies must be fair and reasonable and be balanced with issues of product performance, cost and availability.

2. Energy

All desktop computers, notebooks and monitors purchased must meet, at a minimum, all Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) environmental criteria designated as “required” (bronze registration) or higher as contained in the IEEE 1680 Standard for the environmental Assessment of Personal Computer Products. 

All electrical products purchased by SMU, including leased or individually purchased for personal use, shall meet the EPA Energy Star certification when available and practicable. 

Copiers leased and printers purchased shall be compatible with the use of recycled content and remanufactured products. 

When acquiring or replacing inefficient interior or exterior lighting, energy efficient equipment shall be purchased. 

The University shall purchase/lease less polluting alternatives to diesel. 

3. Water

Purchase only the most water efficient appliances available. This includes high performance toilets, waterless urinals, low-flow faucets and aerators and upgraded irrigation systems.

4. Toxins and Pollutants

Cleaning solvents should be biodegradable, phosphate free and citrus-based when their use will not compromise quality of service. 

5. Bio-based Products

Bio-based plastic products that are biodegradable and compostable, such as bags, film, food and beverage containers and cutlery, shall be acquired by the University and/or used by our contracted vendors.

6. Recycling

A standard of 25% post consumer waste recycled paper for all applications shall be the standard when quality of service is not compromised nor the health and safety of employees prejudiced. 

7. Packaging

Packaging that is reusable, recyclable or compostable is preferred, when suitable uses and programs exist, as in eliminating packaging or using the minimum amount necessary for product protection to the greatest extent practicable.

8. Green Building

All carpet distributors and/or manufacturers of carpet installed at the University should have a carpet recycling plan. 

The use of chlorofluorocarbon and halon-containing refrigerants, solvents and other products shall be phased out and new purchases of heating/ventilating/air conditioning, refrigeration, insulation and fire suppression systems shall not contain them. 

Glue, adhesives, paints, carpets, furniture, and wood products installed in buildings will be VOC free or meet the most recent LEED New Construction requirements.

9. Landscaping

All landscape renovations, construction and maintenance performed by internal staff members or contractors providing landscaping services shall employ sustainable landscape management techniques for design, construction and maintenance whenever possible. This includes, but is not limited to, integrated pest management, drip irrigation, composting and use of mulch and compost that give preference to those produced form regionally generated plant debris and/or food waste programs. 

Landscape structures constructed of recycled content materials are encouraged. The amount of impervious surfaces in the landscape shall be limited, whenever practicable. Permeable substitutes, such as permeable asphalt or pavers, are encouraged for walkways, patios and driveways.

Plants should be selected to minimize waste by choosing species that are appropriate to the microclimate.  Native and draught-tolerant plants that require no or minimal watering once established should be purchased. 
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