
Grade Appeal Procedure 
 
A student who feels that an assigned grade is other than the grade earned must first 
discuss the matter with the course instructor to determine if the discrepancy is caused by 
error or misunderstanding.  At the time of the initial discussion, the student may be asked 
to provide a written petition requesting the change of grade. 
 
A student who is not satisfied by the instructor’s denial of a request for a grade change, 
and who maintains that the original grade was capriciously or unfairly determined, may 
appeal to the chairperson of the department in which the course was offered (or, in the 
case of a nondepartmental course, to a faculty agent designated by the dean of the school 
offering the course).  After discussing the matter with the student, and bearing in mind 
that the final authority in matters of academic judgment in the determination of a grade  
rests with the course instructor, the chair (or faculty agent) will consult with the course 
instructor, who will subsequently report to the student the disposition of the appeal. 
 
A student who is not satisfied by the disposition of the appeal may appeal the decision to 
the dean of the school offering the course.  The dean will take action as he or she deems 
appropriate.  A student may appeal the dean’s decision to the provost.  In their actions, 
the dean and the provost must respect the principle that the determination of a grade rests 
with the course instructor. 
 
 


