Law Review Membership Information

The SMU Law Review Association, International Law Review Association, and Science and Technology Law Review are student-run organizations composed of second and third year law students who are selected on the basis of first year grades and performance on the annual write-on competition.  All SMU law students interested in joining one of the journals must participate in the write-on competition in the spring of their 1L year.  Evening students are eligible to write on in the spring of their 2E year.  In addition, current 2Ls and 3Es interested in journal membership may participate in the write-on competition.  However, 2Ls and 3Es planning a December graduation, and students who have declined past offers to join one of the SMU journals, may not compete.
Competition packets are scored anonymously by a committee composed of staff from each journal.  Each journal makes independent decisions concerning membership; therefore students participating in the competition may receive offers to join multiple journals.

SMU Law Review Association

There are two ways to become a member of the SMU Law Review Association.  First, students in the top 10% of the 1L class who make a good faith effort in the competition automatically receive an offer.  The remaining students are selected anonymously according to their performance in the write-on competition.  Students must be in the top half of the first year class to be considered for membership on the SMU Law Review Association.
Typically between 150 and 175 students participate in the write-on competition.  In past years, between 45 and 50 students were invited to join the SMU Law Review Association.  Students who receive offers to join the SMU Law Review Association will be notified in mid-July.  Students should be prepared to begin work on the journal as early as August 1.
International Law Review Association 

The International Law Review Association (ILRA) also typically takes on 45 to 50 new students each year.  Offers are automatically extended to those students who are in the top 25% of the 1L class who make a good faith effort on the write-on competition, with the remainder selected for their performance in the write-on competition.  There is no grade cut-off for the ILRA.  Students will begin taking part in the editing process from August 1 on.  Please note the ILRA requires a two-year commitment from 1Ls invited to join.  However, 2Ls and 3Es may also write on to the ILRA.  
SMU Science and Technology Law Review 

Similar to the other law reviews, there are two ways to become a member of the Science and Technology Law Review.  Generally, students in the top 25% of the class who make a good faith effort in the write-on competition are eligible to receive an offer.  Grade-on offers, however, will vary depending upon the needs of the journal.  Some years all of the top 25% will receive offers and in other years not all of the top 25% will receive offers.  The remaining staff editors are selected based on their performance in the write-on competition.  There is no grade cut-off to join the Science and Technology Law Review, however, because it is a small journal, only 20-30 students typically receive offers to join.
Write-On Competition Dates

The 2010 write-on competition will begin at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 13, and will end promptly at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, May 17.  Interested students should attend one of the Law Review information sessions in April (specific dates and times to be announced).
What do Law Review Staff Editors do?

During their first year of membership all law review members are considered Staff Editors.  Law Review staff editors have two primary responsibilities: (1) editing and (2) writing.  In addition, editors are required to attend monthly staff meetings and may be required to attend law review-related events and symposia.  If a law review member seeks promotion to the Editorial Board during their second year of membership, these responsibilities may change markedly.  Members of the Editorial Board perform a broad range of editing and managerial activities and are generally considered the leadership of the Law Review.

Cite Checks

Cite checks are the primary responsibility of staff editors and are essential to the operation of every journal.  A staff editor assigned a cite check must locate and consult every source cited by the author.  A typical law review article contains hundreds of footnotes, so the responsibility for checking the accuracy of the author’s citations is divided among several staff editors.  Once each cited source has been verified, the staff editor is responsible for editing and verifying the Bluebook form of each citation.  Finally, the staff editor reads the body of the article and makes whatever spelling or grammatical changes may be necessary.  The number and length of cite checks will vary according to the publication.  Most staff editors report spending between 40 and 60 hours on cite checks each semester.

Writing Requirements

Staff editors are also required to write two scholarly articles, and based on the quality of these articles, may have the opportunity to be published.  Topics for these articles are selected under the supervision of a student member of the Editorial Board.  In the fall, staff editors compose a Casenote, a short 8-10 page piece that focuses on a recent trial or appellate court decision.  A well-written Casenote will typically describe the decision and then either applaud or critique the court’s ruling.  Most staff editors spent between 20 and 30 hours researching and writing the Casenote.
In the spring, staff editors write a Comment, a 45-50 page analysis of an emerging area of the law.  Writing the Comment requires extensive research into a particular field of law.  Ultimately the student must take a position as to how the law is emerging, what these changes in the law mean, and whether the changes are appropriate.  As with the Casenote, staff editors receive supervision from a student member of the Editorial Board in their topic selection, research, and writing.  Staff editors should expect to spend 60 to 75 hours researching and writing the comment.      
Benefits of Membership

· 5 hours of class credit (3 hours for 2L/3E year; 2 hours for 3L/4E year)
· NOTE: Students who will be 3Ls and 4Es receive only 3 hours of total class credit
· Membership fulfills General Writing (GW) requirement

· Opportunity to be published 

· Opportunity to hone Bluebook and editing skills

· Opportunity to network with Law Review alumni and other practitioners in the area
