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Second Circular
Dear Colleagues,

Plans for the conference (11-14 June) and field excursion (15-18 June) are proceeding. Registration costs will be the same for all participants (including, sadly, students) except guests. Responses and abstracts received to date indicate half as many participants as in Uppsala in 2007. But at least the number of participants in the field excursion will be of a manageable size.
Any significant changes to the information offered below will be sent by email. Otherwise, please check our website (http://smu.edu/isem/EarlyVertebrates.html) every once in awhile, especially during late May to early June.
Registration
Registration for the conference (11-14 June) is $320 per participant (reception, banquet, abstract volume, snacks and beverages during the meeting, shirt, tote bag) and $125 for guests (reception and banquet).

Registration costs for the field excursion (15-18 June; including transportation, hotel costs, field guide and sack lunches) are $466 for single rooms and $344 for shared double rooms.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE is 15 April 2011. Payment must be received by that date. Please see the form at the end of this circular for details, and please fill out all information and send it as an attachment to Dr. Diana Vineyard (vineyard@smu.edu); alternate methods of submission are on the form.
Registration materials may be picked up on Saturday, 11 June, 3-5:30 p.m. in the North Park room (subject to change; inquire at hotel registration desk) in the Radisson Hotel, or at the beginning of the first session on Sunday morning.
Official Letter of Invitation
If you should require a letter of invitation for funding purposes or a visa application, please contact Dr. Louis Jacobs, President, Institute for the Study of Earth and Man, Southern Methodist University (jacobs@smu.edu) or Gary Johnson, 12th International Symposium on Early Vertebrates/Lower Vertebrates organizing committee (johnsong@smu.edu).

Hotel
Rooms at the Radisson Hotel Dallas Central-University Park, site of the conference, have been reserved at a special conference rate of $95 + tax per night. This rate applies to both a single (king or queen bed) or double (twin or double beds) room. Reservations must be made no later than 10 May 2011. Please be sure to follow these instructions:
Visit www.radisson.com/dallastx_centralexpy and enter the dates of the stay, then click on “get room rates.” Next, add VERT11 in the Promotional code field. The $95 rate should be available for booking. A credit card will be required to confirm reservations.
Callers may dial 1-800-333-3333 and request the Radisson Hotel Dallas Central—University Park location. Please refer to the group name Early Vertebrate/Lower Vertebrate group to book at the $95 rate. Again, have your credit card handy, as a deposit for the first night is required.

When you give your check-in and check-out dates, please remember, for those of you going on the field excursion, the same special rate will apply for Saturday, 18 June. If you arrive before 11 June, to examine fossils at SMU, for example, presumably the same rate will apply.
Transportation from DFW International Airport
Taxi: Prices to the Radisson Hotel—Central Expressway are about $45-$55 one way; not too bad if you can share with others.

Shuttle Service: Should be no more than $30 per person, one-way. When you place your call from next to the baggage pick-up area, pay attention to where to meet the shuttle and be sure you know which terminal you are in.

Public (mass) transit: Least expensive (≈ $10 one-way) but the most difficult. Look for information near the baggage pick-up for group transportation to the Trinity Rail Express (TRE); take the TRE to Union Station in Dallas. Next, board the DART (Dallas Area Rapid Transit) Red Line train to Mockingbird Station. From there, walk west to North Central Expressway, then north to the Radisson; less than 300 m total. Note: Do not attempt late at night or on Sunday because the trains are not running!

If you happen to arrive at Love Field, simply take a taxi to the hotel, not more than two miles away.

For those of you driving to the Radisson, parking is complimentary. The hotel is on US 75 (North Central Expressway); take the Mockingbird Lane exit then go north ≈ 250 m on the frontage road.
Program
Reception: 11 June at the Dallas Museum of Nature and Science, 6-10 p.m.; bus transportation will be provided from the Radisson (leave either 5:30 or 6:30 p.m.) and return from the Museum (9 or 10 p.m.); traditional Texas Bar-B-Que (buffet, with salads, etc.) and cash bar.
Banquet: Radisson Hotel University Park room, Tuesday, 14 June, 7:00 p.m.; grilled breast of chicken, etc., plus wine.

Conference: Radisson Hotel Park Central room; talks from podium (Powerpoint presentation) and posters. Schedule of talks and posters will be provided in the Third Circular. White foam poster boards will be 40”x60” (100cm x 150cm) in size. Posters should be displayed prior to the first talk each day. Time will be set aside each day for visiting the posters, during which the presenters should be with their posters. Talks should be limited to ten minutes followed by five minutes for discussion; then a five minute interval before the next speaker.
Note: If you would still like to submit an abstract, please do so no later than 15 March. See author instructions on our website.
Weather
Dallas in mid June is warm (normal high, 32°C) and humid (dew point ≈ 21°C). Rain is a distinct possibility. In the field, it should be warmer but drier (usually!); thunderstorms are common.
Fossil Collections at SMU

If you wish to study fossils before or during the conference, contact Dr. Dale Winkler (dwinkler@smu.edu), Director of the Shuler Museum of Paleontology. Directions to the museum from the Radisson Hotel will be provided later.
Field Excursion
Suburbans will be used for transport. We will depart the Radisson Hotel promptly at 07:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 15 June. Don’t forget your luggage! Extra luggage may be stored at the hotel for a minor fee. We will return to the Radisson on Saturday, 18 June, by 9 p.m. (21:00). The schedule, with hotel names and telephone numbers, will be provided in the Third Circular.

Boots are strongly recommended because there are nasty things out there, both plants and animals, as well as the possibility of mud. You might want to bring rain gear, but that is a mixed blessing—it can be intolerably hot. Most likely you will need to bring sun screen, to be liberally applied.

Fossils should be common at some sites, less so at other sites. It is recommended that you bring sample bags. Some sites will yield only fossil-filled rock (a heavy hammer will be available to obtain a sample; these must then be acid-treated). The vegetation cover is much greater at some sites than was the case 40 years ago when many of the sites were discovered, but fossils can still be discovered.
12th International Symposium on Early Vertebrates/Lower Vertebrates

Dallas, Texas

June 11-14 (conference), 15-18 (field excursion), 2011
Registration Form

Please send this completed form to VINEYARD@SMU.EDU as a scanned .jpeg, .tif or .pdf file (your signature is required for the credit card payment). Or fax it to 1-214-768-4289 (Attn.: Diana Vineyard) or mail it to


Dr. Diana Vineyard


ISEM at SMU


PO Box 750274


Dallas, TX, USA 75275-0274

If you fax or send your form by ordinary mail, please send an email to Diana to confirm that you have done so.

Personal information:
Family name: 
Given name(s): 
Title/position: 
Affiliation: 
Address:

Email address: 
Author information: (for first author only)

I have submitted an abstract for a(n) ____ Oral presentation






     ____ Poster presentation

I did not submit an abstract ____.

I am interested in being a Moderator ____.

Guest information:
Name:

Address (as it should appear on badge):

Banquet option (and sack lunches in the field): Please indicate any special dietary 

requirements—

Shirts with conference logo (one per participant; additional shirts are $23 each for 

guests, etc.); indicate preference(s):

Polo shirt ____Small

T-shirt ____Small


          ____Medium


____Medium


          ____Large


____Large


          ____XLarge


____XLarge
Fees:
Conference fee:

$320

Guest:


$125
Additional shirts:

$____ @$23 each

Field Excursion fee:
$466 (single room)





$344 (share a double room)

Total amount submitted $_____

Payment information (Visa or MasterCard only):
Name on the credit card:

Company (if applicable):

Billing address:
City, State, Country, Postal Code:

Credit Card Type: ____Visa    ____MasterCard

Credit Card Number:

Expiration Date:

Card verification number (security code on reverse side):

Signature:______________________________________ and Date:______________

Email address:

Send the above information on this form to VINEYARD@SMU.EDU or by fax (1-214-768-4289, Attention: Diana Vineyard). See beginning of this form for regular mail address.

Charges will be made in US Dollars. After the card information is processed, your registration will be confirmed by reply email with your credit card charge confirmation number.
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