
MISSION STATEMENT  
 

The Vision of Southern Methodist University 
To create and impart knowledge that will shape citizens who contribute to their communities and lead 
their professions in a global society.  
 

The Mission of Southern Methodist University 
Southern Methodist University's mission is to be a leading private institution of higher learning that 
expands knowledge through research and teaching. Among its faculty, students, and staff, the University 
develops skills and cultivates principled thought and wisdom. The University is dedicated to the values of 
academic freedom and open inquiry and to its United Methodist heritage.  
To fulfill its mission the University strives for quality, innovation, and continuous improvement as it 
pursues the following goals:  
 

• To enhance the academic quality and competitiveness of the University.  
 
• To improve teaching and learning.  
 
• To strengthen scholarly research and creative achievement.  
 
• To support and sustain student development and quality of life.  
 
• To broaden global perspectives.  
 
• To advance the University through select, strategic alliances  

 


