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EþSüLý 1002
COMMUNICATION SKILLS, SEC. 001

Spring Semester 2012

COURSE SYLLABUS


Free topics:  Student choice of topics for discussion or activities (aspects of American culture or other interests, songs, poetry, storytelling, impromptu speeches, idioms/slang, conversational expressions, etc.)


Thur. 1/19 (Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 1/16) 
 Course overview
 Pair interviews and introductions
HW:	Journal – Observations/questions about American culture

Tue. 1/24  (Lunar New Year 1/23)
 Journal discussion
 Dallas cultural resources – Part 1: Discussion
HW:  Requests for 1/31 language workshop

Thur. 1/26
 “Welcome to Dallas” newscast – Part 2: Group presentations
HW:  Reading – Holidays 
	 
Tue. 1/31 (February: Black History Month)
 American & international holidays – Part 1: Discussion
 Language workshop:  Pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, common expressions, idioms & slang 
HW:  Select holiday for presentation 
	
Thur. 2/2  (Groundhog Day) (Superbowl Sunday 2/5)
 American & international holidays – Part 2: Short presentations  

Tue. 2/7
 Role plays – Life scenarios

Thur. 2/9  (Lincoln’s birthday 2/12)
 Free topics
HW:	Journal – Observations/questions

Tue. 2/14  (Valentine’s Day)
 Journal discussion
 Expressing opinions, agreeing & disagreeing, persuading & conceding

Thur. 2/16 (Presidents’ Day 2/20) 
 [bookmark: _GoBack]Guest speaker
HW:  Topics of interest for debate



Tue. 2/21  (Mardi Gras) (Washington’s birthday 2/22) 
 Team Debates – Part 1: Topic selection, preparation of arguments

Thur. 2/23  
 Team Debates – Part 2: Debate presentation
HW:  Prepare for individual consultation (bring questions, tutoring needs)

Tue.  2/28  
 Individual Consultations

Thur. 3/1  (March: Women’s History Month) 
 Individual Consultations

Tue. 3/6 
 “Creating a New Society” – Part 1: Discussion, preparation

Thur. 3/8  (International Women’s Day)
  “Creating a New Society” – Part 2: Class role-play presentation
	
· (Daylight Saving Time begins at 2:00 a.m., Sunday, March 11!)

Tue. 3/13  Spring Break – no class	

Thur. 3/15  Spring Break – no class (St. Patrick’s Day 3/17) 
 
Tue. 3/20
 Business & social etiquette
 Nonverbal communication (body language)
HW:	Journal – Observations/questions
		         
Thur. 3/22 
 Journal discussion
 Free topics

Tue.  3/27
 Listening exercises
 Taking a survey
HW:  Native speaker interview – American cultural topics

Thur. 3/29 (April Fool’s Day 4/1)
 Native speaker interview discussion
 Cultural Trivia game show
HW:  Paper – summary of presentation topic (due 4/3)

Tue. 4/3  (Paper due)
· Presentation skills 
HW:  Prepare / rehearse 5-minute presentation

Thur. 4/5  (Passover begins 4/6) (Easter 4/8)
· Student presentations

Tue. 4/10
· Student presentations
HW:  Prepare for individual consultation (bring questions, tutoring needs)

Thur. 4/12
· Individual Consultations

Tue.  4/17
 Individual Consultations

Thur. 4/19  (Earth Day 4/22) 
 Course evaluation
 Social







