BLANTON UPDATE

Three Months and Counting

If you have not driven by the Blanton Building lately, you should!  The future home to Enrollment Services is taking its place as the second main entrance to Southern Methodist University.  

The cupula is in its spot, the columns are being positioned, and the grand staircase finished.  Inside, walls are up, carpeting laid, and wiring strung.  Logistically, the Project Teams (with the exception of Move In) have completed their work.  We know what people and equipment are in each space, what telephone numbers and computers need to be ordered, how we will assign keys, where we will park, and what will be in the vending machines.  Signage has been agreed upon and ordered, data ports inventoried, and faxes, printers, and copiers relocated.  

The most exciting activity of the last month has been the selection of the furniture for Blanton.  Six vendors submitted bids and after visiting showroom, reviewing office layouts, and discussing every option, the vendor was selected.  A local company, Contracta was hired to work with SMU Purchasing to design, order, deliver, and install our furniture.  The bid that was accepted will allow Enrollment Services to move into the Blanton Building will all new furniture with the exception of our desk and guest chairs.  The building will blend the rich mahogany wood in the doors and the deep blue of the carpeting, with a light and more airy tone in the furniture.  Of course, the highpoint will be the sun shining from all our new windows! 

Our target for move in continues to be mid-October.  We are hearing discussion that the University would like to have the dedication at Homecoming on November 1st.  So keep that in mind – you will have to have all of your boxes unpacked!

But it will be an exciting time in the life of our Division.  The Laura Lee Blanton Student Services Building is truly going to be the vision that Mrs. Blanton had – a place that students, families, and university guests will sense the quality of our institution and receive the excellent service we provide.

