I had the pleasure and opportunity to represent SMU's financial aid office in an info-session targeted at Hispanic parents of elementary children. It was rewarding and I hope to continue my involvement in future sessions. 
 

Parent info session @ SMU 

Claudia Morales, a teacher at Cesar Chavez Elementary, wanted to provide information to elementary parents about higher education. Her chance encounter with Fernando Salazar at a Vida Social function provided the opportunity to express her desire to someone who could offer assistance. Fernando Salazar, coordinator of Hispanic Student Services from SMU’s Department of Multi-cultural Student Affairs Office, along with five SMU students from Alpha Psi Lambda, formed a student panel to offer information about college admissions and the financial aid process to Cesar Chavez Elementary parents. The panel gave advice about what children really need to become successful in college.

The interest and effort made to attend the early Saturday-morning event by the elementary parents was inspiring for the SMU participants. The group’s goal was centered on establishing an open dialogue with the parents, in hope to reduce the mystery and uneasiness of higher education.  It was clear these parents were not comfortable navigating the lengthy processes associated with college admissions and financial aid; however, the open environment and minority representation from SMU helped to quell fears and gave parents a tangible perspective about what to expect. Parents expressed a need for bilingual representation and SMU was there to respond to that need. Spanish speakers need help and SMU has intelligent, concerned students and staff, to provide a bridge for these families who want and need access to information about higher education.

All the participating SMU students were first generation college attendees who shared their individual experiences. Throughout the dialogue, the SMU students shared tips about how their parents could have made the college application process easier.  In order to promote higher education more effectively, early awareness programs should become a staple in any state program. 
"Programs designed to put students on the path to college early in their education also help improve the chances that low-income and minority students will attend college, according to a report released Feb. 27 by the Institute for Higher Education Policy (IHEP) and the Montreal-based Canada Millennium Scholarship Foundation." Posted March 3, 2003 on www.NASFAA.org 

