NEW BEGINNINGS DISD MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENING PROGRAM

A Partnership with Federal Work/Study Students at SMU

The New Beginnings Program targets teenagers who are classified as elementary school students because they have not successfully passed the state mandated Texas Assessment of Academic Skills (TAAS) Test.  The program will provide an alternative educational option for this population that appears to be increasing each year.  New Beginnings is a program that allows this population an opportunity to complete middle school and enter high school with the support in place to ensure they are successful in passing the TAAS Test when it is administered in the spring.

There are seven host schools that will serve all 21 regular middle schools in the DISD.  Each center can service approximately 60 students.  The classes are held from 4pm to 8pm Mondays through Thursdays.  

SMU will target the two middle schools closest to our campus – Edward Cary Middle School on Killion and Thomas Rusk Middle School on Inwood.  SMU students participating in the program must provide their own transportation; although they may be able to car pool with other SMU students.

Interested Federal Work/Study (FWS) eligible SMU students can elect to attend either mandatory orientation (students will be paid for attending).  The job begins January 28th, 2002.  Students will be paired with a student based on an application to be completed at the orientation.

Orientations


Tuesday, January 15, 4-6pm Hughes-Trigg Atrium A/B


Or


Thursday, January 24, 4-6pm Perkins Administration Building 113

SMU students positively impact the lives of many area students and their families.  Young people with mentors


Stay in school


Achieve and aspire to get better grades


Go to college

· So far there are 30 students recruited to become mentors and earn their FWS award.  

· 55 students in the reading tutor/mentor program developed by Bruce Levy

· 20 students working as reading tutors at Dallas Can Academy

In an effort to reduce the drop out rate, the mentors not only foster healthy relationships, but also are helping to raise the standards in our society.  

For more information contact:


Improving America’s Schools Conference


Remarks by Ron Paige, Secretary of Education


www.ed.gov/Speeches/12-2001/20011219.html
Or Mary Beard, Student Employment Coordinator, 100 Perkins Administration Building

