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Because of loss of hope - physically, financially, or emotionally - our students, in some cases, are led to the low road leading to violence and drugs.  This manifests itself in rage and disillusionment.  Immigrants come to the United States filled with hope.  We need to become the Merchants of Hope for our students so that they can benefit from the advantages our country can provide.  The United States is strong because of our diversity.  Our calling is a challenge to move beyond prejudice.  Our goal is to warm our hearts and quench our spirits.

We make these assumptions:

· God makes no junk – we believe every student can learn

· We will benefit other because we are committed to help

· We cannot bring out the best in other if we do not give the best of ourselves

Every student can learn if these needs are met:

· Need for affection – “love” is an action word

· Need for appreciation – met this need on high road or low

· Need for achievement -                “

Many brilliant kids meet their need on the low road.

Variables in the classroom

· Proximity – closer to the source increases learning/attention

· Courtesy

· Praise and Affirmation

· Acceptance of Feelings – open acceptance increases interaction

· Appreciation of Differences – don’t compromise uniqueness of others

Communications takes the whole body

· 7% of communication is words

· 38% of communication is rate, tone, and volume

· 55% of communication is body language

Students learn best via stories, anecdotes, personal experiences

Attitude is powerful – obstacles to good attitude:

· Prior academic achievement – follows student no matter what student does, how the student changes.  

· Negative Labels – expectations dictate performance, may destroy confidence in student’s abilities.  Some learning disabilities effect the way student processes information not his/er aptitude.

· Socio-economic status – poor children can learn too

· Physical Attractiveness – rue the ugly child because beauty is in the eye of the beholder

Be a Merchant of Hope – give your students CPR

· Care, change, courtesy

· Patience, Persistence

· Resilience
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