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 “Going Public:  Autobiography and Celebrity from Boswell to the Blog” 
How do our definitions about what should remain private shift over the course of time? 
From James Boswell’s great biography of Samuel Johnson (1791) to twenty-first century 

blogs, auto/biographical 
writing undergoes changes 
that spur the creation of new 
genres in and on the margins. 
Focusing on the the turn into 
modernity, the lecture will 
show that an author’s 
anticipation of the public 
reception of private musings 
actually gives rise to 
differing subjectivities and 
transforms the forms in 
which they are conveyed. 
Going public with private 
life, I suggest, leads us 
toward the unique, the 
subversive, and the merely 
outrageous. 
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