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WAR OF WORDS

Many children and adults with dyslexia struggle with low self-esteem and fears of being found out

Second of three parts

By Jennifer Radcliffe
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

Jane Hubert spent years worried that she would be fired or have her bachelor's | Lﬂ
degree revoked if anyone heard her read aloud or saw her poor spelling. '

Hubert, a teacher at Greenville Intermediate Schoo! east of Dallas, was |
convinced that she was stupid. |
|
|
"I would sometimes wonder, 'Am I crazy?' " she said. "There were a lot of |
things I would try to hide."

Hubert, 53, was shocked three years ago when tests revealed that she had a e Al AN R AR AR AR SR

. . e ; Language therapist Lucy Smith of Texas Hop
high IQ and severe dyslexia. The process of rebuilding her tattered self-image e e i s i - i

. Literacy teaches inmates at the Hutchins
has been slow but dramatic. State Jail to tutor other inmates. Smith also
teaches phonics-based reading classes at the
. . i ail in hope of helping inmates improve their
Like many dyslexics, Hubert was haunted by a cycle of failure. A Texas law f-wes_ 2 b P
passed in 1985 aims to break that cycle by requiring schools to identify and S S A
help dyslexic children as early as possible. | i]
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But many schools do not comply with the law, which requires them to provide | |
early intervention, training for teachers and proven phonics programs to help |
struggling dyslexics learn to read. |
Maost of the 16 North Texas schools surveyed by the Star-Telegram provide
phonics instruction to less than 1 percent of students, even though experts
say as many as 20 percent -- or 840,000 of Texas' 4.2 million school- children
-- have dyslexia. e
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. . . o . . Timothy Velasquez, a Hutchins State Jail
The common learning disability makes it difficult for children to decipher the inmate who has dyslexia, reads A Tale of Two

written language. Students who aren't identified and tutored are more likely to Cit/es. He said he struggled with his learning

: P . . disorder in high school. "It's not cool to deal
chgat, misbehave or feign illness to mask their reading troubles, educators with " he said, "I felt like 1 didn't belong
said. anywhere."

Dyslexic students face extreme frustration when they fall behind in school.
They feel stupid and alone. They dread being judged or found out.

"They can make it, but what happens to that inner self is a crime," said Karen
Vickery, who runs the Greenville school district's dyslexia program and the
certified academic language therapist program at Southern Methodist
University.
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