Media Alert – SMU Lecture 

Event:            “Early Learning in Mathematics - An Inclusive Approach for All Children” presented by David Chard, PhD, Dean of the Annette Caldwell Simmons School of Education and Human Development. Dean Chard will present his current research study that tests the efficacy of the Early Learning in Mathematics curriculum.  Developed to address concerns related to poor achievement in mathematics, particularly for students from low income and minority backgrounds, ELM is a comprehensive mathematics curriculum for general education kindergarten classrooms consisting of 120 lessons providing explicit instruction in (a) number operations, (b) geometry, (c) measurement, and (d) vocabulary. The preliminary findings showed that although average students in the ELM curriculum did as well as comparison students, at-risk students performed better on most measures than their comparison counterparts. 

When:           Wed., November 3, 2010
4:30pm – Lecture
5:30pm – Q&A Session

Where:          Annette Caldwell Simmons Hall
                        Southern Methodist University
                        3101 University Blvd, Room 144 
Dallas, 75205
            
Contact:        Candy Crespo
                        Email: ccrespo@smu.edu
                        Phone: 214-768-8401


More about Dean Chard

Dr. David Chard assumed the academic and administrative leadership role of the School of Education and Human Development in the fall of 2007. For the two years preceding his appointment as an SMU Dean, Chard served as Associate Dean for the College of Education at the University of Oregon. He has held faculty appointments at both Boston University and the University of Texas at Austin and in the late 1990s served as Director of the Texas Center for Reading and Language Arts at UT Austin. Earlier in his career, Chard served as an educator in the Peace Corps in Lesotho, Africa.

Chard earned a Ph.D. in special education at the University of Oregon in 1995 and a B.S. in mathematics and chemistry education from Central Michigan University in 1985. He was drawn to the field of special education while teaching mathematics and chemistry for nearly 10 years in high school classrooms, where he frequently encountered students who struggled with math and science concepts resulting from difficulties with reading, language, and vocabulary development. As a consequence of these experiences, Chard focused his subsequent scholarship and research on the role of instruction in the development of basic literacy and numeracy skills for students with learning disabilities or those at-risk for school failure. 

Chard has co-directed a number of federally funded model demonstration projects and research studies on the role of instruction in the development of literacy and numeracy skills and has directed or co-directed several state and regional grants and contracts that have examined the improvement of schools and student achievement through the development of teachers' knowledge and practice. Chard's research and development projects have been awarded more than $11 million in federal, state, and private grants. 

Chard has published more than 30 research articles; co-authored 12 books; contributed 12 book chapters; and either written or co-written 18 technical reports, monographs, and training guides. A frequent presenter at national and international education conferences, Chard has taught courses on behavior management, special education reading and writing, learning disabilities, and special education law. He has served on more than 30 doctoral dissertation committees in special education, communication disorders, literacy and language, school psychology, and cognitive psychology. 
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