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Left behind

Despite the law, schools don't do enough to identify, educate dyslexics, advocates say

By Jennifer Radcliffe
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

First of three parts

While his classmates at Bedford Junior High School studied Shakespeare, seventh-grader Sean Fraser struggled to read
simple words such as "cat" and "sat."

Teachers shrugged off Sean's reading problems, assuming he would catch up. One educator even suggested that he was
faking the problems.

His mother, Gale Bessire, gave up on the public school system when Sean reached ninth grade. She spent $60,000 over
four years to hire a tutor and send her severely dyslexic son to a private high schoaol.

Today, Bessire spends her evenings reading college auto mechanics textbooks to her 18-year-old son.

She wonders how much easier his life would have been if the Hurst-Euless- DYSLEXIA PROGRAMS
Bedford district had complied with a 1985 state law that requires schools to Texas law requires public school districts to
identify and educate students with dyslexia. identify students with dyslexia and related

disorders and to provide them with
personalized instruction. Experts say the
"What did they do for him?" Bessire asked. "Nothing. If it wasn't for me, he still programs should serve no less than 2
wouldn't be able to read as well as he does." percent of a district's population. Here is the
percentage of students in area districts’
dyslexia programs during the 2002-2003

People who read poorly often wind up in low-paying jobs, on welfare rolls or in  school year:

jail, at a cost to the country of $224 billion a year, according to the National Arlington 0.1%
Right to Read Foundation. Birdville 1.7%

Carroll 1.8%
Yet, many public school districts in North Texas have not fully complied with the Eagle-Mountain Saginaw 1.0%
law, the Star-Telegram has found. Schools aren't identifying students early Fort Worth 0.4%
enough, and they're not providing them with the required help. Frisco 2.5%

Grapevine-Colleyville 0.1%
As many as 20 percent of children have dyslexia or a related disorder, but a Greenyille ] e
Star-Telegram survey of 16 area districts found that nine of them are providing Hurst-Euless-Bedford 0.2%
the state-mandated help to less than 1 percent of their students. Six others are <€''er 0.3%
helping 1 percent to 3 percent. One -- the Greenville school district -- provides Lawrville 2.4%
help to 7.7 percent. Mansfield 0.4%

Northwest 0.2%

Pl .8%
Several other districts declined te provide the number of students in their Rica::Zrdson g iy
dyslexia programs. Wylle oy

: _ ; ; _ SOURCES: Area disticts and Texas Education
Public school educators said that their dyslexia programs comply with the law Agency.

but that providing the tutoring -- which requires additional materials, training
and teachers -- can be a financial burden. They also said that the disability is sometimes hard to identify.

Dyslexics have difficulty spelling, recognizing and sounding out words. Reading is like trying to make sense of a foreign
language they've never studied. They don't see letters and words backward, as is commonly believed, but they
mispronounce complicated or unfamiliar words and confuse words that sound alike, such as "tornado" and "volcano" or

http://www.dfw.com/mld/dfw/news/7631344.htm?template=contentModules/printstory.jsp 2/5/2004






