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The bleak job market for teachers doesn't scare a group of students enrolled in an adolescent development class at Soulhem Methodist Un¡versity.

These fdure teachers are determined to pursue the¡r chosen career- and they're corìf¡dent they'll f¡nd jobs educating middle and high school students.

"We might have a competit¡ve edge as newteachers,' sa¡d Stacy Alvizo, lvho plans to become a Spanish teacher,

While jobs are scarce, she believes cash-strapped school d¡stricts would prefer io h¡re rook¡e teachers who are on the low end of the wage scale over more

experienced educators-

And, sa¡d Jessica McGarvey, there's st¡ll a callfor math and science teachers.

'l just worry that so many are respond¡ng to the call," saìd Mccarvey, lvho plans to teach math at the middle school level.

Desp¡te the youthful optimism, it's hard to overlook the ìmpact of education cúbacks, even as eperts wam about the prospect of a teacher shortage.

An estimated 294,000 jobs ¡n the educat¡on sector have been lost natiorìwide s¡nce 2008, according to the AmerÌcan Association of SchoolAdmÌn¡stráors.

In Texas, almost 12,OOO teach¡ng jobs were lost during the 2010-11 school year, according to Moak, Casey and Assoc¡ates, a Texas school f¡nance and accountabil¡b

research flrm.

Thinning ranks

The Dallas schoot district thinned ¡ts ranks by more than '1 ,OOO teachers through a recent buyout offer. The district ¡s now consider¡ng clos¡ng l1 schools.

The Lewisville school district is considering cont¡nu¡ng a buyoú program that shed more than 200 employees at the end of the last school year. Trustees are discuss¡

spend¡ng up to $2 m¡ll¡on to encourage another 250 employees to quit ¡n 2012.

1.1/29/2011 1114'7 AM2of4

A rextsize S ¡,!

8-despite-bleak-j ob-Irnrket-fu ..



Despite bleakjob market, fi.nwe teachers are confident they'll findjobs Dallas-Fort Worth E.

Richland college ¡s phasing out ¡ts two-year teacher preparat¡on program in the face of decl¡ning enrollment and dismal job prospects.

'We didn't feel there were adequate job opportun¡ties," sa¡d Mary Daring, dean of leaming enrichment and academic development at the Dallas commun¡ty college.

Michael Berg, a senior at the Univers¡ty of North Texas, knows howthe cúbacks are affect¡ng teâchers.

His parents are teachers in the Denton school district, which laid off 80 emptoyees ¡n April.

'They were scared about losing the¡rjobs," Berg said.

As a result, he recons¡dered h¡s plan to become a sc¡encê teacher and landed an Ìntemship with a f¡nancial company. Brrt the experience d¡dn't prove as fulfilling as
teaching.

'Doing my student teaching has reaff¡rmed my decis¡on lto become a teacher]," said ihe 22-year-old, who wil¡ graduate in May. "lnteract¡ng with kids is something that'r

unexplainable.'

Alternative path

Students getting their credentials through the trad¡tional college route may have an advantage over those wfio have become teachers through the altemative cert¡ficati(
program.

"Ïhey are ¡n the best position to get a job if there is a job," sa¡d Dr. Pamela Hanell, an assoc¡ate professor ¡n the College of Education at the University of North Texas

When lrv¡ng ISD cut teachers in April, most of the casualt¡es were products of altemat¡ve certificat¡on training programs. L¡ke other districis, certif¡cat¡on was the f¡rst

factor officials considered ¡n layoffs.

Not surprisingly, the Un¡versity of North Texâs - wfiich has one of the largest educatìon departments ¡n the state - has seen a s¡gnificant drop in teachers going throL

the altemative program.

Last year, only 27 UNT graduates rece¡ved th¡s type of certification, down from 69 in 2007, according to the Texas Educat¡on Agency.

Atthe same time, UNT sâwan ¡ncrease ¡n lhe number of students becoming teachers through the traditional col¡ege route. Those numbers grewfrom 542 in 2007 lo
618 ¡n 2010.

Other area un¡versit¡es saw s¡milar increases over the last four years, even though teaching positions were slashed during that period-

At the Univers¡ty of Texas at Arlington, students vvho received tradit¡onal teaching certif¡cates grew from 288 in 2007 to 325 in 2010.
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Soúhem Methodist Un¡versity saw those numbers ìncrease from 27 to 34 durtng that period, accord¡ng to Texas Educat¡on Agency data.

But experts wam those numbers can be dece¡v¡ng.

After peak¡ng ¡n 2008, the number of new teach¡ng cert¡f¡cates issued by the state decl¡ned over the past two years, according to the Texas H¡gher Educat¡on
Coordinat¡ng Board.

Board spokesman Dominic Chavez bel¡eves the drop ¡s linked to the tight job market-

"lt's gotto have some impact,'he sa¡d.

Last year, 25,078 teachers were ceüfied,27 percent below the goal of 34,600, board data shows. lf the trend continues, Texas won't meet ¡ts goal to have 44,700 n€

teachers certif¡ed ¡n 2015.

To rema¡n competit¡ve, Texas must have sufficient numbers of teachers to keep up with attrit¡on and populat¡on growth, Chavez said,

'lf we don't have enough effective teachers," he said, 'we can't hope to have enough college-ready students who will graduate and meet our worldorce needs ¡n the

f ljture_'
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