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May 11, 2009
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DEBUT AUTHOR SPEAKS ABOUT WRITING AND SELLING
Local novelist shines in bleak times

Shilpi Somaya Gowda, alumna of the SMU CAPE Creative Writing Program, will be speaking at Legacy Books May 28, about her path to publication for SECRET DAUGHTER, her upcoming debut. In a market that is considered slumped, with cautious publishers and extended due dates, Gowda is proof that excellence sells, that the industry that has 'been going out of business for 500 years' (PW 03/09) is moving forward. She sold her book to Harper Collins in February 2009, with a publishing date of winter 2010.
 Gowda wrote her book about three women -- one, an Indian who places a daughter for adoption; the American who adopts the girl; and Asha, the daughter, who travels to India to discover her roots -- while on the SMU CAPE Creative Writing Program novel track. Gowda applied and attended the program's New York Seminar, where eligible writers meet with editors and agents who have read the beginnings of their books. Though she received an offer for representation on the spot, she chose to pursue a different agency.
 Suzanne Frank, director of the CWP and New York Seminar, said, "Shilpi is talented. Most of our students are. But Shilpi also had the determination, the drive to write and rewrite until she made it the best she could. The willingness to work and to learn is probably her -- or any writer's -- greatest strength."
 The downturn in the economy slowed New York publishing to a crawl, with many publishing houses downsizing and streamlining. Hardly a good time for a book on submission, yet Shilpi's sold quickly after entertaining multiple offers—an encouragement to other writers and a positive sign for industry.
  
Come hear more May 28, 7 p.m., when Gowda speaks at Legacy Books 7300 Dallas Parkway, Plano, Texas. Event is free and open to the public. Please RSVP at smu.edu/creativewriting 
 
For more information on classes, including the novel track, please visit  smu.edu/creativewriting
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