RESEARCH AND
GRADUATE STUDIES

SMU

To: Prospective Applicant

From: Office of Research and Graduate Studies
Re: Graduate School Inquiry

Message:

We appreciate your interest in SMU’s graduate programs. Attached you will find information for
the specific area of study in which you expressed an interest. In addition, we have included
current tuition and fee rates (2010-2011) and the general instructions and stated deadlines for
making application. All applications need to be completed on-line (www.smu.edu/graduate)

We hope this is helpful. Please direct any additional questions to smugrad@smu.edu

Office of Research and Graduate Studies

P O Box 750240

Dallas TX 75275



http://www.smu.edu/graduate
mailto:smugrad@smu.edu


DECLARATION AND CERTIFICATION OF FINANCES FOR GRADUATE STUDY

Office of Research and Graduate Studies
Southern Methodist University
PO Box 750240
Dallas, TX 75275-0240 USA
Phone: (214) 768-4345
Fax (214) 768-4235
E-mail: smugrad@smu.edu
URL: www.smu.edu/graduate

This form is required for declaring and certifying your financial resources for study at Southern Methodist
University. If offered admission, this document must be on file before we can request a F-1 visa. The
form must be signed and notarized by the proper officials, or there must be a signed and notarized
statement from your bank enclosed with it. If someone other than yourself will be sponsoring your
education (i.e. friend of family, government agency) a notarized statement from the individual and their
bank must accompany the Certification of Finance form.

As an international student, you should not plan on attending SMU unless your total financial needs are
met by personal resources, other sponsoring agencies or individuals, or SMU financial assistance.
Financial assistance at SMU is only available through your department in the form of assistantships or
scholarships. Decisions on assistantships are made separately from admissions. If you indicated on your
application that you want to be considered for a scholarship or research or teaching assistantship, you will
be notified by your department at a later date of any additional materials that need to be filled out or of any
award you might receive.

Consider carefully the figures given for the cost of study. These are minimum expenses which you may
expect while studying at SMU. You should be prepared for an increase in expenses during each year of
study (approximately 8 - 10% per year).



mailto:smugrad@smu.edu



ESTIMATED COST OF STUDY AT SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY
Dedman College of Humanities and Sciences
Academic year (9 months) 2010-2011 Estimates are in USA Dollars*

Tuition: $1,381 per semester hour

9 hours fall/9 hours spring* $24,858
Fees: $176 per semester hour

9 hours fall/9 hours spring $ 3,168
Total Fall/Spring: $28,026
On-campus Room/Board**

Double Occupancy Room/unlimited meal plan $ 12,700

One Bedroom Apartment/two 14 meal plans n/a
SMU Health Insurance (waived for TAs/RAS) $ 1,400
Books and Supplies $ 800
Estimated Personal Expenses

(including food during SMU holidays) $ 2,000
Total Estimated Cost per academic year $44,926
Total Estimated Cost for TAs/RAs (minus Insurance cost) $43,526

*The above estimates do not cover any expenses (including tuition and fees) for the summer.
Opitional: Health Center Fees $ 240

**Qther Room and Board plans are available. For Information contact:
SMU Office of Housing
PO Box 750215
Southern Methodist University
Dallas, TX, 75275-0215, USA.
(214) 768-2407 E-mail: housing@smu.edu

***Students with additional family members, add $6,000 per member.

Notes:

1. Health Insurance is required as a mandatory condition of University enrollment. Coverage must
be purchased upon arrival or proof of acceptable coverage presented. Assistantship recipients’ health
insurance is paid by departments in Dedman College. The cost quoted covers the individual. All
dependents accompanying the student are urged to get coverage at an additional cost.

2. If you plan on remaining in the U.S. over the summer, you will need to cover summer expenses. If
you receive an assistantship, check with your department to see if the award covers 9 or 12 months.

3. Payment for all tuition and academic fees must be made at registration at the beginning of each term.
The student must arrive with at least $10,000 U.S. dollars for immediate expenses for the first term.

4. Be sure to include in your financial planning your travel expenses to and from the United States.
KEEP THIS PAGE FOR YOUR RECORDS

CERTIFICATION OF FINANCES FOR STUDY
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY





Determination by Student of Sources of Funds to Cover Educational Costs. Please print or type the
following information:

Student's Name

Family Name First Name Middle Name
Mailing Address

Street Address or P.O. Box

City, State or Country Zip or Code

If there are restrictions on exchange or release of funds, how will this affect your payment of expenses.
Include Statement.

SOURCE OF FUNDS: AMOUNT IN U.S. DOLLARS
PEISONAl  1eeuveivreiteeteitteiteeeteeeesteesbe et e sreeebeebesbeesbeebesraesreebeeraesreereas $
Family funds outside the U.S.  ..oocueeireiiieeiee ettt sre s s re e $
Name
Address
Family funds inside the U.S.  .oioiieeiie et $
Name
Address
Sponsor, Government Agency, SCholarship .........cccevviiiiiiiiiiiieeeee $
Name
Address
TOTAL OF AMOUNT LISTED ABOVE ...cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiinieeecceeeviiien e nannns $

(Must equal or exceed the amount given on the cover sheet)

OFFICIAL CERTIFICATION OF FUNDS-TO BE COMPLETED BY A BANK OFFICIAL

This certifies that | have read the information listed above by the applicant and that personal and/or family
funds are available as indicated. Please type or print.

Name of Depositor

Bank Official's Name Title

Bank Official's Signature

Name of Bank NOTARY SEAL
Address OR BANK SEAL

This certifies that the total amount of money (excluding travel funds) available to me is listed above and
that this information is correct.

Applicant's Signature Date

Your application for admission will not be complete until this form has been certified and returned. Please
return it to the following address: Office of Research and Graduate Studies, Southern Methodist
University, PO Box 750240, Dallas, TX, 75275-0240, USA.






SMU

Anthropology
Biology
Chemistry
Economics
English

Geology/
Geophysics

History
Mathematics
Medieval Studies
Physics
Psychology
Religious Studies

Statistical Science

Apply Online at:

www.smu.edu/graduate

A 1 " i \
-~ Lt -4 - 7\§

it >

/i f a8/

' ¢
diﬁ;a\n Collese lfvadua j

. \" ¥

[,

EARTH SCIENCES AT SMU

The Roy M. Huffington Department of Earth Sciences in Dedman College at SMU has an internationally distinguished
faculty active in both field- and laboratory-based studies. They are joined by a dynamic group of graduate students
and postdoctoral fellows who benefit both from the Department’s excellent laboratory and computational facilities as
well as from the individual attention possible in a private university with a low student-to-faculty ratio.

Our Dallas location offers all of the cultural benefits of a major metropolis at a much lower cost of living and with less
congestion than in most cities of comparable size. Dallas’ mild climate allows for outdoor activities year-round.

PROGRAMS OF STUDY

The Department of Earth Sciences offers graduate programs leading to the M.S. and Ph.D. degrees with specializa-
tion in the areas of seismology, geothermal studies, isotope geology, low-temperature geochemistry, sedimentology,
paleosols, tectonics, paleoclimate and vertebrate paleontology.

Degree of Doctor of Philosophy
The Ph.D. degree requires a minimum of two academic years of residency as a graduate student on campus or at a

research facility approved by the department faculty; satisfactory defense of two original research propositions; and
the preparation and public defense of a dissertation that is a significant original contribution to the advancement of
science.

Degree of Master of Science
The M.S. degree requires 30 hours of credit (six hours of which must be the thesis courses 6398, 6399), satisfactory
defense of a research proposition, and the preparation and public defense of an acceptable thesis.

Degree of Master of Science in Applied Geophysics
The M.S. in applied geophysics degree is specifically developed for students interested in a career in petroleum

exploration. This degree plan requires a minimum of 33 hours of credit and satisfactory completion and public
defense of a research project related to a facet of applied geophysics.

THE FACULTY

Faculty members are involved with research projects funded by major government agencies including the National
Science Foundation, Department of Energy, Department of Defense, and National Aeronautics and Space
Administration. Currently, field projects are addressing a variety of important geological questions. The diverse
interests of the faculty and their commitment to both field- and laboratory-based studies enable graduate students to
get broad training at SMU.

RESEARCH FACILITIES
The Department of Earth Sciences is well equipped to support graduate-level research. The facilities enable graduate
students to gain practical experience in state-of-the-art data acquisition. These include mass spectrometers, electron
microprobe, variable pressure scanning electron microscope, hydrothermal apparatus, geophysical imaging lab,
palynology lab, wet chemical lab, X-ray diffraction equipment, and the Shuler Museum of Paleontology within Heroy
Hall, the Lajitas (TX) seismic array, and access to the Fort Burgwin Research Center operated by the University.

FINANCIAL AID
Most graduate students in residence receive financial aid. This includes all tuition and fees as well as a living stipend.
Support may take the form of research assistantships, endowed scholarships, or teaching assistantships.

APPLICATIONS
Completed applications for admission and financial aid should be received before February 15. Applications filed later
than this date will be considered for financial aid if funds are available. Admission and financial aid awards are based
on merit. The minimum standards for admission are an overall grade point average (GPA) of 3.00 on a 4.00 scale, a
GPA of 3.25 in the major. Majors may be in mathematics or other field of science besides geology. Results from a
recent Graduate Record Exam (GRE) are needed. International students applying from countries where English is not
a native language are required to provide scores on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL).

http://www.smu.edu/earthsciences





Earth Sciences Faculty

David D. Blackwell, Ph.D. — Harvard, Hamilton Chair and Professor Geothermal studies and their application to
plate tectonics, especially of the western United States; energy resource estimates and geothermal exploration
(blackwel@smu.edu).

Robert T. Gregory, Ph.D. — California Institute of Technology, Department Chair and Professor Stable Isotope
geology and geochemistry, evolution of earth's fluid envelope and lithosphere (bgregory@smu.edu).

Eugene Herrin, Ph.D. — Harvard, Shuler-Foscue Chair and Professor Theoretical and applied seismology, solid
earth properties, computer analysis of geophysical data (jherod@smu.edu).

Bonnie Jacobs, Ph.D. — University of Arizona, Environmental Science Program Chair and Associate Professor
Paleobotany and Palynology of East Africa and North America with emphasis on paleoecology and paleoclimate
(bjacobs@smu.edu; web page: http://www.smu.edu/esp).

Louis L. Jacobs, Ph.D. — University of Arizona, Professor, President of the Institute for the Study of Earth and
Man. Vertebrate paleontology, evolution (jacobs@smu.edu).

A. Lee McAlester, Ph.D. — Yale University, Professor Marine ecology-paleoecology, evolutionary theory,
Paleozoic geology, petroleum geology (mcaleste@smu.edu).

Brian W. Stump, Ph.D. — University of California, Berkeley, Albritton Chair and Professor Seismology,
earthquake and explosion source theory, regional wave propagation, seismic and infrasonic instrumentation and
data acquisition, and mine related seismicity (bstump@smu.edu).

Neil Tabor, Ph.D. — University of California, Davis, Associate Professor Sedimentology, soils and paleosols,
stable isotope geochemistry, and paleoclimate (ntabor@smu.edu).

John W. Walther, Ph.D. — University of California, Berkeley, Graduate Student Advisor, Matthews Chair and
Professor

Experimental and theoretical aqueous geochemistry, fluid-mineral surface interactions, kinetics of dissolution, and
mineral solubilities as a function of temperature pressure and solution composition (walther@smu.edu).

Crayton J. Yapp, Ph.D. — California Institute of Technology, Professor Stable isotope geochemistry applied to
paleoclimatology, modern and ancient atmospheres, and the hydrologic cycle (cjyapp@smu.edu).

Reearch Facilities

Aqueous Geochemical Lab Hydro- Shuler Museum Variable P-
thermal Lab Stable Isotope Labo- SEM Lab Palynology Lab X-ray
ratory Geophysical Imaging Lab Diffraction Lab Electron Micro-
Geothermal Lab Mina (NV) Seismic probe Lab Mineral Separation
Array Lajitas (TX) Seismic Array Lab DeGolyer Collection Fort

Chulwon (Korea) Seismic Array Burgwin (Taos, NM)
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S D ] l l RESEARCH AND
. | GRADUATE STUDIES
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY-
DEDMAN COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND SCIENCE- ALL PROGRAMS
We are pleased that you are interested in pursuing graduate studies at Southern Methodist University.

Please assist us by reading the instructions below carefully so that we can expedite processing your
application.

Note that the responsibility of securing and submitting the application materials, transcripts, test scores,
and other necessary information rests upon you. You will find a check list of the items requested on page 3
of this application.

All documents, requests, and correspondence should be sent to the
Office of Research & Graduate Studies, P O Box 750240, Dallas TX 75275-0240

ELIGIBILITY

You are required to have a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution in the United States or proof of
equivalent training at a foreign university. All applicants must have adequate subject preparation in the
chosen major field. This includes having at least 12 semester hours of advanced study in the chosen field,
a 3.0 overall grade-point average, and a satisfactory score on the GRE. After an application is complete,
ultimate approval for admission to graduate study is given by the Dean of Research & Graduate Studies on
the recommendation of the department.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

General Requirements:

1. Complete the on-line application form (www.smu.edu/graduate/apply.asp). All questions must be
answered with correct information.

2. A $75 application fee is collected on-line.

3. Send official transcripts, certified and translatedif from a foreign institution, directly from each
school of higher education you have attended. Only ONE copy from each institution attended is
required.

4. Distribute three recommendation forms and ask that they be sent directly to the Office of Research
and Graduate Studies (separate instructions for Psychology Ph.D. applicants). Select respondents
who can attest to your academic ability.

Upload or mail in writing samples for English, History, or Religious Studies (See special notes).
Request the official scores for the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) to be sent to SMU, Office of
Research and Graduate Studies, P.O. Box 750240, Dallas TX 75275. Taking the GRE (within 5 years
of application) is required for most graduate programs. Check the last page of the application form
for a listing of exceptions.

Special Notes:

B Deadline for Ph.D. Psychology is December 1. A self-managed application is required, with all
documents except GRE and TOEFL scores. The Statement of Purpose should include the names of two
faculty members with whom the student would like to work.

Religious Studies: Final deadline is January 15. No applications accepted after this deadline.
The Subject test for Biology, Chemistry, and English literature is recommended but not required.

GRE general is required for all applications with one exception: Applied Economics and Eco/Law with
3.0 GPA.

Certification of finances is required for international students after admission is offered and prior to
requesting an I-20 visa.

English, History and Religious Studies Departments require writing samples as part of the application.
For the English Ph.D., a sample consisting of 15 or more pages on a literary topic; for English M.A., a
sample of 5-10 pages; and for History, this is an essay, chapter, or some other substantial piece of
historical writing. Religious Studies requires 10-30 pages of scholarly writing.




http://www.smu.edu/graduate/apply.asp



Additional Requirements for International Students:

7. International students applying from countries where English is not the native language are required to
provide scores on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL). Teaching Assistants are
required to show proficiency in spoken English by a satisfactory score on the TSE (Test of Spoken
English) exam or passing English as a Second Language course after matriculation. The score from
the TWE can strengthen your application and provide an additional distinguishing measurement. The
TOEFL requirement will be waived for international students who have received a degree from a U.S.
degree-granting university or institution. Test scores from IELTS are also accepted.

8. If admitted, foreign students must provide a Certification of Finance Form/Letter of Financial Backing
as evidence of financial support. This should represent that sufficient money will be available to the
applicant to cover all expenses while at the University. This letter may be signed by a parent or
sponsor but must be certified by a bank. The document must be notarized and on file before the
process for visas and passport can proceed. (See last page for additional information regarding foreign
applicants.)

Financial Information:

Tuition fellowships and teaching and research assistantships are available from the departments. These are
awarded on a competitive basis for both merit and need. Assistantships pay tuition and fees and can, in
addition, pay stipends for designated work in the departments. In most cases, the application for
admission serves as the application for financial support. Any additional information will be sent to the
student from the departments, as decisions regarding assistantships will come directly from departments.

APPLICATION DEADLINES

Fall semester final deadline............cccoeveiiiiiininircece e e May 1
Spring semester final deadline.............c.cooii i, Nov 30

ALL APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED FOR DEPARTMENT ASSISTANTSHIPS
MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE PRIORITY DEADLINE OF FEBRUARY 1

EXCEPTIONS:
For Ph.D. Psychology — Deadline is December 1
(The Psychology application is a self-managed application)

For Ph.D. English — Deadline is January 15

For Religious Studies — Deadline is January 15
NOTE:
Applications received after February 1 will be considered for any remaining funds and
openings.

General

Admission ----- Only the Office of Research & Graduate Studies is authorized to notify the applicant of his
or her acceptance to a graduate program in the University. Applicants should not interpret any statement
made in casual correspondence with any University faculty member to mean that he or she has been
admitted. Official notification will be sent through this office, signed by the Dean of Research & Graduate
Studies.

Financial Obligations----- Students are responsible individually for their financial obligations to the
University through the Office of the University Cashier, SMU, Dallas, Texas 75275, USA. Questions
regarding financial procedures at SMU should be taken up with the cashier's office.






Transfer Students----- Graduate students wishing to transfer to Southern Methodist University from
another graduate school in the U.S. must have maintained a "B" average on all graduate work previously
attempted, in addition to satisfying the other admission requirements of the University.

For International Students

Passports and Visas----- Before the international student may depart for SMU, both a passport and a visa
are required. The government of the student's home country is responsible for issuing the passport. If the
international student is accepted by Southern Methodist University, a letter of acceptance will be sent from
the Graduate Office. The SMU International Advisors’ Office will send an 1-20 form (F-1 visa or J-1 visa)
once the financial support has been verified. It is important that the name on the application matches
exactly the name on the student's passport.

To meet U. S. government regulations, the international graduate student on the F-1 or J-1
visa must take at least nine semester hours each semester to qualify as a full-time student.

Health Insurance----- All international students must be covered by hospitalization insurance and must
show proof of such insurance at the time of registration. Coverage may be obtained individually or
through the University for an annual fee of approximately $1,300. In addition, students purchasing this
insurance are required to be eligible to use the Student Health Center, which may require an additional
amount of approximately $120 per semester. Additional information about this requirement can be
obtained through the International Advisors' Office - smuvisa@mail.smu.edu. Students will need to
provide a record of immunizations on the SMU health form, which can be downloaded from
http://smu.edu/healthcenter/PDF/Health%20Form%20A1.pdf

Living Accommodations----- Many international students live in University residence halls and in
University operated apartments while some live in off-campus housing.

Degrees from Foreign Universities----- International applicants who hold a bachelor's degree should not
assume that these degrees will be automatically accepted in U.S. universities. Decisions will be made on
the academic standings of the institutions from which the applicant graduated. Professional diplomas and
higher certificates from technical or vocational schools are normally not considered as equal to a bachelor's
degree.

Offices for Assistance:

General Information: Office of Research & Graduate Studies, Southern Methodist University,

P.O. Box 750240, Dallas TX 75275-0240, USA E-mail: smugrad@smu.edu
Visas and Foreign Students: Director, International Advisors’ Office, Box 381, Southern
Methodist University, Dallas, TX 75275, USA E-mail: smuvisa@smu.edu
Fellowships/Assistantships: Chairman, Department of , Southern

Methodist University, Dallas TX 75275, USA

Housing: Office of Housing and Residence Life, Boaz Hall, Southern Methodist
University, Dallas TX 75275, USA E-mail: housing@smu.edu

Health Insurance: Memorial Health Center, Southern Methodist University,
Dallas, Texas, 75275, USA

Financial Aid Office, SMU, Dallas, TX 75275 E-mail: enrol_serv@smu.edu

Email contact:  smugrad@smu.edu

Mail: Office of Research and Graduate Studies
P O Box 750240
Dallas TX 75275-0240

Street Address: Office of Research and Graduate Studies
6425 Boaz, Suite 103
Dallas TX 75275
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DEDMAN COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND SCIENCES

A private, nonsectarian, coeducational institution, Southern Methodist University provides more than 3,500
outstanding graduate and professional students with the advantage of distinguished faculty, state-of-the-art
learning facilities, and a supportive administration.

Dedman College, the School of the Humanities and Sciences, has been the intellectual heart of the
University since SMU was founded in 1911. The Dedman faculty have attained international prominence
for their research and scholarship. Excellent students are attracted from all regions of the United States and
from many foreign countries.

ADMISSION

Admission may be of three types:

1. Full, without restriction.

2. Provisional, when an essential document is lacking or the record suggests the advisability of a trial
period. Provisional status is reviewed when the deficiency has been corrected or after the student has
completed a minimum of 12 hours of course work. If, on review, the record is found satisfactory, the
student is altered to full admission with credit from the time of first registration.

3. Non-Degree, when the student desires transferable graduate credit for certification or for some other
purpose but is not undertaking a degree program. No more than six semester hours of graduate credit

earned under non-degree status may be applied toward an advanced degree in Dedman College.

APPLICATION DEADLINES

ALL APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED FOR DEPARTMENT ASSISTANTSHIPS
MUST BE COMPLETED BY FEBRUARY 1

Psychology Ph.D. Application Deadline is December 1.
English Ph.D. Application Deadline is January 15
Religious Studies Ph.D. Application Deadline is January 15

Note: Late applications received after February 1 will be considered for any unfilled openings until
final deadlines (for Fall: May 1 / for Spring: November 30)

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

Applicants holding a bachelor's degree from an institution of standard collegiate rank, recognized by the
accrediting agencies in whose jurisdiction the college is located, may apply for admission to graduate
studies. Any student whose bachelor's degree is not equivalent to the comparable baccalaureate degree
from Southern Methodist University may be required to take sufficient additional work to make up the
deficiency. All applicants must have adequate subject preparation in the chosen major field, normally an
overall grade-point average of 3.0 (4.0 scale) and a satisfactory score on the GRE.






FINANCIAL INFORMATION

2010-2011 Academic Year*

Tuition per semester hour $1,381
Student fees per semester hour $ 176
$1,557

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Fellowships, grants, and state and federal government support are awarded on the basis of merit or need, or
both. Students can obtain information on fellowships and grants from the Office of Research and Graduate
Studies, and on loans and the work-study program from the Financial Aid Office.

Tuition fellowships and teaching and research assistantships are available from the following departments:
anthropology, biology, chemistry, economics, English, geology, history, mathematics, physics, psychology,
and statistics. (Note: no department assistantships are available for M.A. Applied Economics or for M.A.
in Medieval Studies) Assistantships will vary; some may pay tuition and fees and, in addition, some may
pay competitive stipends for work in the departments. In most cases, the application for admission serves
as the application for financial support. Any additional information will be sent to the student from the
department. If a student is interested in receiving financial support, applications for admission should
reach the university before February 1, for the fall semester. (see page 1 for exceptions)

A limited number of residence hall directorships will be offered to both men and women graduate students.
These positions offer room and board in a residence hall plus a monthly stipend, and six hours of tuition
credit per semester. Students who have been admitted to the graduate school may request applications
from the Office of Housing and Residence Life.

A catalog supplement, Financial Information - SMU, is available through the University Cashier, SMU, PO
Box 750215, Dallas, TX, 75275. It provides general authority and reference for SMU financial regulations
and obligations, as well as detailed information concerning tuition, fees, and living expenses incurred while
attending SMU.

CONTACTS

There is no single office that serves all the various needs of graduate students. Each student is responsible
for seeking assistance from the office at SMU that provides the special service required.

General Information - Office of Research and Graduate Studies, Southern Methodist University, PO Box
750240, Dallas, TX, 75275-0240, (214) 768-4345 E-mail: smugrad@smu.edu
Fellowships/Assistantships - Chair, Department of , Southern Methadist University, Dallas, TX,
75275.

Housing - Office of Housing and Residence Life, Southern Methodist University, PO Box 750215, Dallas,
TX, 75275-0215, (214) 768-2407 E-mail: housing@smu.edu

Financial Aid - Financial Aid Office, Southern Methodist University, PO Box 750196 Dallas, TX, 75275-
0196, (214) 768-3417 E-mail: enrol_serv@smu.edu





