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Guide to searching for library materials 
 

Resources in the Fort Burgwin Library are listed in both the PONI catalog http://libcat.smu.edu and in 
a special computer database (Athena PONI Taos) at the library service desk in the Wendorf 
Information Commons 
 
 
 
 
 
Basic Search: 
Best used to find known items by title or author’s name.  For title searches, always omit any initial 
articles (a, an, the). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://libcat.smu.edu/
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Advanced Search: 
Best used to find items on a subject or concept. 
Search modifiers can help you broaden or narrow your search such as “?” for truncation.  Connectors  
And, Or, Not help you combine your search terms.  Instructors “All of these” “Any of these” and “As a 
phrase”   are in a drop down menu and help determine how search terms will be handled..  
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Searching the PONI Taos Catalog: 
There is a basic and advanced search in PONI Taos.  Advanced is best for subject searches. 
 
 
 


