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As a requirement for IRC Section 501(c)(3) exemption, no substantial part of the University’s activities may constitute “carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting, to influence legislation”.  Lobbying activities are allowable within certain limitations, and must be reported on the University’s 990 tax return.
All lobbying activity should be coordinated through Legal Affairs. Lobbying expenditures must be reported to the Tax Compliance Department within 30 days after fiscal year end. 

Reference

IRC section 501, 4911, 4912, 4945, 4955, & 4958; Regulation 1.501(h)-3; J.C.S. 12-96 

Definitions

Direct Lobbying is defined as an attempt to influence legislation through communication with a member or staff of a legislative body or with any other government official who may participate in the formulation of the legislation, including an official of an administrative agency who has some responsibility for legislative matters.

Communications must refer to ‘specific’ legislation and reflect a view on such legislation.  Communications for the purpose of obtaining information on the status of legislative proposals and not to influence the outcome are not considered direct lobbying.

Grassroots Lobbying is defined as an attempt to influence legislation through a communication with members of the public that seeks to encourage in lobbying in support of or opposition to legislation.

